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Early 

Settlement



Layout and 

Buildings

Early through 

1930’s



Decline of Buildings

1930’s – 1970’s



Layout and Buildings

Where’s the Barn?



Why More 

Than One Barn 

On A Farm?



INSIDE 

FRAMING

POST AND  BEAM / TIMBER BALLOON / STICK BUILT

Barn Evolution



Roof Support – Change over Time



ROOF STYLES

• SHED

• GABLE

• BROKEN GABLE

• GAMBREL

• GOTHIC ARCH /      

BOW TRUSS



TYPES OF BARNS
• 3 BAY THRESHING

• WESTERN

• DAIRY

• BANKED

• ROUND

• GOTHIC ARCH

• RAISED CENTER BAY

• TIMBER FRAMED

• BALLOON



Barn Types

in 

Minnesota

_

Barn 

Changes

Over

Time

_

Creation

Of 

The

American

Barn



Threshing

Barns



How Hay 

Changed the 

Barn



-Banked -Ramped

-Birthing Barns





EXPANSION OF DAIRY BARNS
Profit-Material Availability-Transportation-Electricity



Gambrel Roof Dairy Barns



BARN 

FEATURES…..

STACKING 

HAY…..



Barn 

Evolution

Western 

Barns



Western Barn 

Raised Center Bay

Horse Barn



Western -

Gable Roof

Broken Gable



GOTHIC ARCH



Bow Truss / Gothic Arch Roof Dairy Barns



MN Round Barn Page

Round Barns

Location:

Northeast of 

Underwood about 11 

miles. West of Armor 

(CR 1) on CR 43 by 

1.6 miles.

Otter Tail Co - MN

Notes:

Round

Latitude:
N46 

25.05

Longitude:
W95 

46.67

Map

http://www.ohiobarns.com/rbwebpgs/mn/MNrb.html
http://www.ohiobarns.com/rbwebpgs/index.html
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?latlongtype=decimal&latitude=46.4175&longitude=-95.7778


NEW  BARNS  

IN  

MINNESOTA





BARN 

MATERIALS
FOUNDATION

ROOF

SIDING

PAINT

INSIDE FRAMING
FLOORS



FOUNDATIONS

RUBBLE

FIELD STONE

DRESSED STONE

BRICK

CLAY TILE

CONCRETE BLOCK

POURED CONCRETE

POSTS

PIERS
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FOUNDATIONS

RUBBLE

FIELD STONE
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Foundations

Walls



Clay Tile



Why Use Clay 

Tile?



1928 Barn Raising

FRAMING



INNOVATION



Using Tin 

on Barns



Using Tin 

on Everything



OLDER  MINNESOTA  

BARNS















SPECIAL 

FEATURES ON 

BARNS
CUPOLA

HAY PEAK

LIGHTNING ROD

DOOR

RAMP ELEVATOR
MILK HOUSE

WINDOWS

HAY LIFT



CUPOLA



WINDOWS



Hay Mow Doors



Hay Mow Doors



HAY PEAK 

STYLES



MODIFIED BARNS



Additions to the Original Barn



Which Lasts 

Longer….

Old Barn 

or 

New Addition?





What’s wrong with this Barn?



What’s wrong with using this Barn?



New Uses?



New Uses?



New Uses?



CARCASSES ON THE PRAIRIE





Which is 1950’s?

Which is 1990’s?














