 MINNESOTA RURAL TOWNS
The five atlas pages below represent rural town spatial development in different parts of the state.

Complete the table then answer the following questions.  Use estimates and round off data.  

	ATLAS PAGES
	Pages

20-21
	Pages

26-27
	Pages

52-53
	Pages

64-65
	Pages

86-87

	Number of towns (with streets visible)
	
	
	
	
	

	Average distance between towns
	
	
	
	
	

	What is the Agriculture/ biome of the area
	
	
	
	
	

	Town sizes (pop.)

     Largest

     Smallest
	
	
	
	
	

	Most towns are what size (pop.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Are Railroads along main highways
	
	
	
	
	

	Major roads run

N-S, E-W, Diagonal
	
	
	
	
	

	Are towns on Crossroads or linear along road
	
	
	
	
	

	Does landscape influence spacing?
	
	
	
	
	


1)  How did the town orientation differ in the various areas of the state and what influenced their development?       

ATLAS PAGES 20-21

_____________________________________________________________________________

ATLAS PAGES 26-27

_____________________________________________________________________________

ATLAS PAGES 52-53

_____________________________________________________________________________

ATLAS PAGES 64-65

____________________________________________________________________________

ATLAS PAGES 86-87

2)  ON PAPER  
Create a typical small town map.  Review the maps posted, air photos or towns in your atlas.    

Use logic for developing your town plan.  Think of towns you have driven through.  Create areas that do not have unusual problems or where activities should not be found (should you put the sewage lagoon near new houses?).  Think…think….What is the average density per family….how many houses needed…how much area?  Environmental limits such as flood plains?

Considerations:


Population 1,500


Level landscape in Minnesota location


Agricultural or forestry based (other suitable small industry possible and recommended)


No larger than one square mile


What activities tend to be clustered?


What activities tend to be deliberately removed from other activities?

Include at a minimum on your map:


An adjacent major highway that is drawing business from downtown


Railroad


Sewage Lagoon (20 acres) 


City Hall/Police Station


Library 


Fairgrounds/pool/summer recreation fields


New subdivisions


Many of the Threshold items listed on the handout



(Threshold items means number of people at a minimum to support business)

Be sure to:


Label everything


Have a legend, scale, town name


Make the town as large as possible to fit the map


You do not have to put each house or city block on the maps, generalize areas


Be neat 

