MINNESOTA GEOGRAPHY ONLINE CLASS

Since this is an Online Class, I expect you to be familiar with:
        -Internet searches,
        -Saving/uploading documents
        -Working with Power Point/Word type files
        -Working independently on your own.  
        
Communicating with Instructor:    jeff.knapp@anokaramsey.edu
         -Put ‘online class’ in subject bar when emailing
         -I check emails every day, but not at night. I will get back to you. Be patient.
         -I do not have scheduled seated office hours during the summer 
                   (-email only…do not phone….meetings can be arranged)
Communications from me to you: 
         -Check the email listed for D2L (check class list) on a regular basis as
                     I will send out mass emails to clarify information. 
           -Weekly instructions are posted on my website as a link on the course outline
      
Summer classes are not a reduced class except in the number of weeks offered.  Summer classes are mandated to meet the same content and requirements as the Fall/Spring semesters as related to contact hours and expected student work load.  During the Fall/Spring Semesters, as a seated class, the work load for this class tends to be around 3 hours in the classroom and 3-6 hours each week outside of the classroom to read materials, complete assignments and quizzes.  

Since this is a shortened time frame of a seven (7) week session you will be doing two weeks of Fall/Spring Semester work each week to be equivalent to the normal 16 week semester.  Plan accordingly to allow time to complete materials
       
To help you with time management, the entire class materials, except the weekly online quizzes, are available to you the first week.  You can work ahead, but do not turn in materials until they are due as indicated on the course outline. The online quizzes are open for the entire week.  You may save them as you work on them, but you can only submit them one time.

Materials Due:

Each week you will work with two separate Topics:

(You will be doing three PPTs or Activities 
each week depending on the topic and week) 

                  -Create one (or two) Power Point Lectures for each Topic
                  -Complete one (or two) Exercises/Activities for each Topic
  

       Throughout the Semester:
                 -Take and submit Seven Quizzes

                 -Develop Three Vacations

                 -Watch several videos (on-line)
____________________________________________________________________
D2L:
        -use for taking quizzes online (check outline on website for due date)
        -checking grades and scores  

-DO NOT USE THE D2L DROPBOX
 ___________________________________________________________________    
Course Website: geo-site.net  
         -accessing materials
         -reading weekly assignments
         -using the drop box (do not use D2L drop box)
  
The Course Outline and Weekly Materials are retrieved from my web site. 
          www.geo-site.net
          -click on Minnesota Geography Icon
          -click on Anoka Ramsey Online Course Outline on the top bar to 
access course materials

  -click on links in the Course Outline to access materials
 __________________________________________________________________              
You are required to use the following materials for the class.
     You need and use these materials the first week of class
                    (any edition will be okay, but you may have to adjust page numbers

                            slightly compared to course outline)

               1)  Hart, John Fraser : Landscapes of Minnesota 
               2)  Toren, John: The Seven States of Minnesota
               3)  Delorme: Minnesota Atlas and Gazetteer
     The Anoka-Ramsey College Bookstore has these materials available.  
               Check the College Bookstore link on the college website for details

                        including ISBN and editions.  

               This information has been available from the bookstore

                        since registration was opened for the course.

     

By the end of the semester, you will complete
          7 -   Quizzes (one each week due Sunday night….
un-timed and open for the whole week)
         21  - Activities/Power Points  (three per week)
          3   - Vacations using Atlas (6 possible locations)
          7+ - Videos to watch / review / use
       
MINNESOTA GEOGRAPHY OVERVIEW  (ONLINE CLASS ONLY)
 
The Online Minnesota Geography class is designed to let you discover and apply a variety of online resources that will help you learn about the State of Minnesota. As an online class, you will not be listening to lectures, but researching and developing materials similar to the materials covered in the seated Minnesota Geography class sections. To accomplish this, you will need to complete weekly assignments, take quizzes, and develop power points related to readings and topical issues.
  
The Online course was developed with assistance from former Minnesota Geography class students with D2L experience.  Their input helped to make sure the class materials are as 'all inclusive' as the seated class and that the work class expectations and work load are reasonable for a college class.
  
This class does not use discussion boards or group work, but lets you, to independently develop weekly materials to help you understand the readings and concepts presented. 
   
You are responsible to do you own work.  Any and all materials you turn in are with the implicit understanding that it is your work.  Just because this is an online class does not mean there is less work than a seated class. You need to allow time to complete weekly assignments.  Most of the online materials are also used in the seated classes.  As an online class, you must research the materials on your own instead of learning from seated lectures and working in the classroom in groups.
 
       -Be sure to allow time to complete all tasks before they are due. 
       -Due dates are indicated on the website outline and in the weekly instructions.
       -Late assignments will not be accepted. 
       -Technical problems on your end are not an excuse. 
       -There is no ‘throw out the lowest score’ policy.  You don’t turn it in….you don’t get points.
       -All points are equally weighted.
       -There is no ‘extra credit.’  
                 This is college so do the work on time as expected like the other students.
 
Each week:
       -Go to the geo-site.net website and click on your class outline on the top.
       -The outline has interactive links for each week as well as links to other information.
       -Read the instructions on the geo-site.net website for your class and complete 
              the assigned materials.  (The instruction box is in the link for the week’s topic)

       -Other classes are also using the same webpage so follow only your instructions.
       -Your instructions are a link labeled ‘Online Class Instructions’ in the outline.
       -You may scan, take a clear photo or import materials to submit into drop box on geo-site.net.
       -Do not use the D2L drop box.
       -Be sure to follow submission requirements as indicated on the drop box link.
       -Assignment materials and instructions will be online at least one week before they are due.

  
IF YOU DO NOT TURN IN WORK FOR TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS,
I ASSUME YOU DROPPED FROM CLASS
 
Assignments and activities are due Sunday night (11:59 pm) the week the materials 
are assigned on the website outline.
 
(ie: Geology materials for week of May 30st will be due Sunday June 4th)
 
These are the materials for which you are responsible to complete the class
 
              7)       Quizzes @ 50 pts. ea.                                                    
         350
              3)       Vacations @ 20 pts. ea.                                                    

60
    
 21)     Activities/PPTs  (three per week) @ 10 pts. ea
       
         210
                                                     

    POSSIBLE TOTAL POINTS              620
 
GRADING IS BASED ON:       92% = A   86% = B    78% = C    70% = D
(GRADING MAY BE ADJUSTED LOWER DEPENDING ON CLASS AVERAGE, BUT NOT 

INCREASED…GRADES ARE NOT ROUNDED UP)
    
Any and all materials produced by students in this class

may be viewed by other students and the public
